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Discussion Questions for Chapters 1-3 of Fallen Angels 
 
Directions: Answer each question to the best of your abilities.  Some answers will need 

serious thought and insight. 
 

Chapter 1 
 

1. Describe Gates.  Do you think he will make a good soldier?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. According to Perry, our narrator, what happens all the time in the Army?  Why do 

you suppose this phenomenon is the norm? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How does the Drill Sergeant motivate his troops?  Would this motivate you?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Describe the environmental conditions in Vietnam.  What about these conditions 
would make adjusting difficult? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Explain why Perry’s stomach felt queasy when he and his company heard the 

artillery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What does Peewee do to the ranger when he calls him, “boy?”  What does this 

particular scene tell us about relations between soldiers in Vietnam? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 2 
 
7. Why does Perry join the army?  Was this wise?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Describe Perry’s relationship with his family members.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. What does Perry’s leadership on the basketball course tell us about his possible 

leadership in the military? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10. Why does Rings want to make a blood oath? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Why do you suppose Perry tells Peewee that he can have all the VietCong?  What 

does this tell us about his personal views on the war? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. What irony does Peewee see in the Army’s recruitment tactics?  Does his theory 

make sense?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13. Why do Peewee and Perry spit in their hands and give each other five?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Why does Perry feel better that Jenkins is crying on the way to Chu Lai? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 3 
 
15. What is Perry’s medical profile?  How do his superiors treat the fact that he has one?  

Why do they do this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16. Why does a confrontation start between Johnson and Peewee? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. What advice does Perry give Jenkins to calm his fears?  Does Jenkins believe what he 

says?  Why?  Who is probably right?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. Why do you think the Captain and Lieutenant both mention Hawaii to the troops? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19. Why is Sergeant Simpson concerned about the behavior of Perry, Peewee, Jenkins, 
and Johnson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20. Explain what happens when the company starts to go back to camp. 


